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RESUMO:  

Palavras-chave:

ABSTRACT: 

The aim of this Phd thesis is to analyze the politics uses of past trough Trade Union’s 
institutions at Brazilian and French’s cases. In this sense, we can say that trade unions 
are using social memory as a tool to build up workers’ collective identities, in an 
attempt to fight the fragmentation resulting from the impact of the industrial 
restructuring of the 1980s and 1990s. In France, we will draw upon two ongoing 
memory politics in the early 1980s with CGT’s Social History Institute and CFDT’s 
archives departments. Their struggle to become speakers of they own history will 
increase with the years helped by information technologies, internet and dialogue with 
academic fields. It is all about legitimacy and memory challenge by the involved social 
actors.  
In Brazil’s case, it begins with the experience lived by ABC Metal Workers Union 
(SMABC) and the Workers Union of Brazilian state oil company: Petrobras 
(Sindipetro). Both projects are connected with CUT politics and their militants. The 
same CUT that was build with CFDT resources in with Brazilian and French militants 
could learn with each other’s experiences and collective memories. Now a day, those 
projects are building up other memories, which in spite of being institution-based are 
also collective, framed by the unions through the use of new types of communication 
and electronic media. 
 

KEY-WORDS: Memory, Trade Union, Brazil, France, Identity. 
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ilustrada, 1998). 
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ilustrada, 1998). 
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